Board of Visitors Outreach Subcommittee


National Fire Academy Board of Visitors
Outreach Subcommittee

Teleconference

January 13, 2010
Teleconference Participants:

	Mr. Bob Timko, representing the National Volunteer Fire Council
	Fire Chief (Retired) Sherman George, representing the International Association of Black Professional Fire Fighters

	Deputy Chief Laura Baker, representing the International Association of Women in Fire & Emergency Services
	Fire Chief Adam Thiel, National Fire Academy Board of Visitors



	Director Ralph Brown, representing the North American Fire Training Directors
	Bureau Chief Randal Novak, National Fire Academy Board of Visitors

	Division Chief Mike McNeill, representing the National Fire Academy Alumni Association
	Ms. Helen Johnson, National Fire Academy Board of Visitors

	Deputy Director Theresa Staples, representing the International Association of Fire Chiefs
Fire Chief William Bingham, representing the National Society of Executive Fire Officers
	Fire Chief W. David Bunce, representing the National Native American Fire Chiefs Association 
Mr. Glenn Gaines, Deputy Administrator, U.S. Fire Administrator


	Ms. Roxane Strayer, Program Specialist, National Fire Academy
	Dr. Denis Onieal, Superintendent, National Fire Academy

	Mrs. Terry Gladhill, Section Chief, National Fire Academy
	Mr. Rob Neale, Deputy Superintendent, National Fire Academy




Convene / Welcome / Roll Call
Dr. Onieal stated for the record that he is the designated federal official for the January 13 teleconference.
Chief Thiel asked for a role call of all participants on the teleconference.  The participating subcommittee members and USFA staff are listed above.
Approval of September Teleconference Minutes

Chief Thiel motioned for the approval of the September teleconference minutes.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Review of the Charge of the Subcommittee

At the October 2009 meeting of the NFA BOV, Ms. Helen Johnson, Chair of the NFA BOV, extended the charge of the NFA BOV Outreach Subcommittee until April 2010.  Chief Thiel will provide a report of the Subcommittee’s findings/recommendations to the NFA BOV at their April meeting.
Ms. Johnson reiterated the charge of the NFA BOV Outreach Subcommittee as follows:  The NFA BOV Outreach Subcommittee will review the current efforts of USFA/NFA to recruit women and people of color and make recommendations to the NFA BOV on ways to increase the number of applicants being submitted by women and people of color.
As requested by Chief Laura Baker, the charge of the NFA BOV Outreach Subcommittee will be sent to the subcommittee members.
Review of Progress to Date/Any Need for Further Data
Chief Thiel stated there had been much information received to date that was very helpful in moving toward completing the subcommittee’s charge.  

As proposed during the September teleconference, Dr. Onieal asked the Office of Chief Counsel to evaluate the current application approval process and determine whether it would be possible to reorder the process to have the fire chief approval come after the NFA decision whether a candidate meets the prerequisites for a given course.  OCC should provide their official, written opinion soon.  Dr. Onieal will forward OCC’s written ruling to the subcommittee members upon receipt.
Next Steps

Chief Thiel reviewed the next steps for the subcommittee.  It is time to frame actionable recommendations for the NFA BOV.  All organizations represented by members of the subcommittee, USFA/NFA staff, and all our partners need to do more outreach.  Chief Thiel would like to make one of the recommendations to the NFA BOV include various avenues of outreach through every imaginable channel.  USFA/NFA needs to lead by example by having a diverse student base.  Subcommittee members agreed this was a great recommendation.  Chief Thiel said this was a fairly broad recommendation and asked the subcommittee members to think about actionable steps that could be taken.
Chief Thiel asked the subcommittee members to think of other recommendations that could be made to the NFA BOV, which will be discussed at the next teleconference.
Date and Time of Next Scheduled Teleconference

The next NFA BOV Outreach Subcommittee teleconference will be held on February 11, 2010, 
1 p.m. EST.
Adjournment

The teleconference was adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
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